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THE PUPPET.
BY CIjINTON ROSS.

CapvrtoM, fill. lv Clinton Rett.

CIIAPTEB X.
how x discovm the vioklksess or ronTtma

wrtEX nxn stavom Arte coNrrnnitD nr a
DALMATIAN CONSTITVENCT.

I read the other day n. romance of whloh
many people are talking, nbout a man who
played tho part of a king. ItCAiltns It. I
thought of myoirn extxrlcm.es when I liclDed la
an endeavor not altogether dissimilar. Yet,
when I read that romance I called It an Ara-
bian Night, forgotllng that my own adventurs
was quit at strange In that rebellion In Dal-
matia which for tho flrat days promised well.

For. as I hnvo said, tho Dalmatian gentry,
tho peasantry, appeared to wolcomo us. Dur-
ing thoso few days representatives of tho
different Dalmatian parties came, to soe, as tho
sequel Droved. If they might not hotter thorn-selv-

hy serving tho rebellion for tho Romaga.
Wo already In three days wero to strong half
tho country, a disorderly rabble of picturesque
peasants and mountaineers cam pod almut lie r c-

ranio Hint It wan declared tho Government
ftared to glvo us battle, and we only were
waiting our time to march on Znra. Ho busy
was our girlish leader with her numerous
conferences with her minister, Slgnor Itenl,
and with the various pcienns who wished to
And her position regarding their Interests, that
I saw little other. Sho would pass In the
great room of tho keep with n nod, or I might
iso her mountci for some expedition Into tho
country, when sho looked, I thought, very
prettj. and let too girlish to bear all these
new responsibilities, nut 1 rarely saw her
sdone. For my part, I, too, was buicd assist-
ing Count Ilalbt to moko out of our recruits
something of an. army, .which. Indeed, might
not havo been much less lnofilclont than tho
DalmatUn regulars of tho reigning prince.
And so I was surprised whon a servant brought
mo word ono aftornoon that tho I'rlncosa
wished to see me In tho pardon of I3ergamo.

The place, while baro-llmbe- d at that ceason.
showed that It might bo gorgeous with roses,
llko a Florentine field. In J una Out I thought
tho girlish Princess answered for the roses as
sho cam to meet me. smiling graciously, al-
though I fancied her face pale and worn. When
we Crtt had come to her rescuo sho had not
appeared In this war, een If she had boon re-

strained of her liberty. I Indeod felt con-
cerned for her. as I bowed In the little, for--(
mal way the etiquette of the Improvised court
had already prescribed, nor Indeed did I know

, her.vvell. A wrinkled old Dalmatian In a red
skirt was her only attendant. She herself
was In a riding habit that showed wear.

"X wanted to thank jou ngnln. M. Gerald."
aid sho, graclousl). "particularly, as I havo

beard of you from Mgr. Rdux."
"Mgr. iteux is very good."
"Ho is my couun," said she, "and more

' ' for htm than for anothor reason, I am playing
this part."

"Iti naturally yours," said I. not thinking
of my phrases.

"Your gallantry aside. I supposo It Is, SI.
Gerald. But why should I a girl without
particular ambition be left to a:t a man's
part? If my brother, or my father, had lived!"

I looked at her In some wonder, not qulto
understanding.

"I am loth to bellove. your Highness, that"
"That I do not care to bo Princess of Dalma-tl- a.

Do you know why I tell you this?"
"It Is gracious of you."
"Because you, being a foreigner, can look on

the situatlonwlthout a Dalmatian's prejudice."
"Possibly."
"And how does It seem to you nur chance?"
"That we shall win," I remarked, discreetly,

and wondering If that glorious hair, worn by
lomo lady of tho Romaga, might not hao in-
spired tho Venetians. I had not then seen tho
Titian In the gallery of tho Villa Borghese.

"You say that because it is the proper thing
to say to me. Tho words oxpress no opinion of
your own."

"How can I have one. your Highness. I do
Dot know Dalmatia."

"No," said she. softly, "nor I. save that I do
not wish to make the Dalmatians trouble."

"Too situation has made you trouble enough,"
aid I, forgetting that this lady was my superior

removed by the impossible barrier of caste.
"Yes. trouble enough. I have been ap-

proached again and again to countenance the
Dalmatian party of revolt. I wanted to be
tree llko you, M. Gerald to follow my own
wishes. Lately I thought I was. for some
months. I went travelling llko-U- ke on Eng-
lish girl, only to be seized, arrested, because In
Zara thsy thought me dangerous. I am now
proving they were right."

I wanted to tell her then and there that sho
certainly was delightfully girlish and danger-
ous, yet, of course. I did not dare.

"But why, jour Highness, when jou came
to mo In mew York-- , did you not tell mo "

"Because It was not ray secret. I could not
lnvolvo Dalmatia."

"And now?" I asked, curiously.
"It is Henri Reux, my cousin's plot. It Is

this," sho added, as If to herself. "Jly cousin
and his aud my friends consider that once es-
tablished, the powers may agree to uphold us.
He believes-- we believe that a decided action
on our part may lead "

"To you as I'rinccsa of Dalmatia."
"Already has led," she said, almon wearily.

"So now that the position Is almost gained again
no more freedom for me. I must marry whom

they dictate I must become a creature of
statecraft."

I wondered why she was talking to mo In
this strain. In the wintry garden of Bermago.

"I feel," she said, softly, "after what you
have done for me, that we are friends, and I
wanted to tell ynu that I am sorry that you
have become involved with mo In this uncer-
tain affair."

"It Is good of your Highness," I answered,
"to show this Interest. And you may be'suro
I am glad."

"Are you, Slgnor Gerald?" said sho, speaking
Italian.

"1 nil be, indeed, always," when she
lauhc t merrily, so that I wondered. Bat at
the uiomenCwo hsard a v olee Slgnor Htnl's
the Minister's.

"Your Highness "
The Plncess started, I thooiht.
"Ah, Slgnor Renl," said she. "I have been

talking to Slgnor Gerald, and thanking him for
all tho Interest he has taken in our affairs."

"Slgnor Gerald has been very good," the
older man acknowledged, yet looking mo over
suspiciously, I fancied ; " rery good. I am sorry
to Interrupt "

"And what is It, slgnor," said the girlish
head of the auolent Romaga,

"Tho council with your Hlghness's approval
huvn decided to advance on Zara."

"I like that." said the Princess Beatrice,
her eyes flashing; "nt last wo shall act."

"Prince Frederick fenrs to come to us."
. "Poor Prlnco Frederick," she said, smiling,

"and then tvo shall go to my cousin."
Her eyos flashed, and sno looked tben the

proud Homaga with tho blond of a hundred
of the greatest Italian and Dalmatian families
In her veins. A llttlo wind stirred tho bare
roso brant bcs. Tho old Dalmatian attendant
stood immovable at the back of the garden.

"I beg your Hlghntss's pardon," I bogan.
But neither 'the Princess nor Slgnor Renl no--'

ticel me particularly. Affairs of the moment
had put mo out of mind, and, for some reason,
I was sorry I had undertaken my part that
hiTlni, been once a puppet In this Dalmatian
affair. I should chooso to remain ono with
tho vain exnectation of being later something
more. But I returned to my duty then, which
was in putting coma military form Into our
Dalmatians, and I declare I knew, or know,
nothing of tactics. Count Balbl duabed mo a
Colonel of the now Dalmatia under tho rule of
the Princess of the Romaga. But if I occu-
pied a military position I had no uniform. Tho

u rough tweeds which I had worn when I entered
Venice still served .me, and thesOndned wero
rather better than tho Uttered variety of

I
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clothtn tho Dalmatian posited. At first we
indeed only had seven unlforms-tho- ta of tho
soldiers and tho commandant of Bergamo,
Col. I'lnaro, who sorved, now that he thought
It would be tho winning ono, th cause of Prin-

cess Beatrice. His was tho first dtsertlon.
Within seven dajs some 700 person had

for tho Romnga, and It was said that
Frederick of Heidelberg was preparing to fleo

Zara for Austria-ne- ws Plgnor Renl hail
brought the Princess whon h had interrupted
us in tho garden of Bergamo.

Yet If this were but the truth I was startled
by what I saw as I stepped onto the ramparts.
Already soldiery wore defiling on tho plain
bolow, and our adhcronts were scattering right
and left, I could make no doubt of tho truth
of my eyes. Men were running, and nt tho
moment I heard Batbl's voice ordering down
tho ancient draw.

"And where are your six soldiers, and Cob,

Pinnro?"
"They, ton. have gone."
"Thcro aro easily 1,600 men below,"
"Easily." lhe Count uttered an oath, which

I shared, at all Dalmatians.
"Wo have no more than my servants tho

forco with which we left Venice."
"And these reports Slgnor ltenl Is oven now

giving tho Princess that Prlnre Frederiok has
left tho country?"

"They wero spread designedly."
"Anil what of the cnuntrv being ready for

revolt, it tho standard of tho ltomaga once
wero raised?"

"Did not these people flocking to us seem to
prove It "

"Now the Government torces seem to attract
them the other way," I said, bitterly. "Your
Dalmatians seem to run to tho eldo they con-
sider tho strongest."

"They butconsldor thslr own skins," said
tho Count llalhl, smiling even In face ot tho
evident ellsnsler, our misplaced hopes, the

tho false reports that had been practised
on us. In face of an apparent strength our real
weakness that I never had expected from tho
beginning of tho undertaking. Wo wero sur-
rounded. Thcro was only tho ancient draw
between ns and tho Government forces. Tho
Princess, doubtless, would bo pardoned, but a
for the rest of ns, wo llkel) should hang from
the ramparts of the castle, To be Bure, there
wur the narrow channel tho draw covored

our rocks and tho mainland. Behind
was the Adriatic, ovor which tho sun was
linking; befnie was the low plain along which
tho Governmental forces approached.

"They hnvo two o"vnon," I said at last.
"What Is a place like this rgnlnst ennnon?"

"Nothing." said tho bravo leader of this
considered Dlot. And Mir. H6ux

was safo in Paris I. too. smiled bitterly, and
then feel ngof rage shook me. Whllo thcro
was breath, at least, I could fight. How many
limes bad my fathor been defeated, if tho
world had known?

"We mutt practise strategy, my dear Count."
"How can we?"
"From art at I havo noticed of jour Dalma-

tian", they profor to negotiate rather than to
fight, even with a small force llko ours. Your
Italian peasants are armed and will light."

"But these Dalmatians who come to us-a- nd

then run over to tho Government- - as soon as it
appears-hav- o not oven tried to botra) us, ns
the) easily could," said Balbl, as If trying to
defend tils people.

"I suppose roally thov like tho show of fight-
ing better than tho reality," he was forced to
add. with a smile that w aa cynical rather than
humorous. If there were humor In the situa-
tion wo were tho victims of It. and even a man
bravn to humor ts not Inclined to laugh when
tho question of his life is tho one at Issue.

"Well, then, the nolnt Is that we can have
a chance to parley with them about tho terms
of our surrender."

"Then ?" he began. "But what dltter- -
;nce can that make?"

"It can giro us time at least."
"Ah, that Is trne."
"Which Is precious."
"Ugh, yes," ho said, thinking of his possible

fate
"And there ts the sea back of us?"
"Wo havo boats, but they can't be

"After dark If wo can keep them off until
after dark wo may deviso something."
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"Ah. it may be." I said, "but 1 must catch

at a straw. I have no particular wish to hang
on that rampart a feast for the gulls. Now,
Count Balbl, permit mo to adv ise this much.
Scud down ono of jour trusted servants."

"Jacopo?"
" 1 es. Jacopo. And ask him to have the forco

wait until its lender in consult with tho Prin-
cess. It Is obvious that lievond executing us
as enemies to the public order that tho gov-
ernmental "

"Which Is the Russian policy."
"Yes, exactly: the Russian policy will wish

to consider ths Romaga."
"You are clove, signor."
"Ah. I havo to be."
"I follow your plan."
"And I I will chanco the tenor of Slgnor

Rent's news to tho Princess."
So leaving him to send the messenger I went

back Into the garden of the keep of Bergamo to
put the matter before her vv ho reall bod

me in It. Possibly I was a little glad
a llttlo malicious. becauo of my abrupt dis-
missal tome moments before Slgnor Rent,
and. Indeed, the Prince's Beatrice herself,
looked their surprise as I Interrupted them un-
ceremoniously.

CHAPTER XI.
BOW WE OBTAIN A IlESriTE VROM BARON MAS-

SIMO.
"You were wrong. Slgnor Renl."
"What do jou mean. Col. Gerald?" he said,

using the title Count. Balbl had conferred,
of which 1 never have been particular proud.
Colonels being as rumerous In Dalmatia as In
tho Southorn United Ktntes. Slgnor I.cnl'o
voice bad dlidnin that I should dare to Interrupt
him. I thought mvself for the first time that
I was wrong in breaking the news so suddenly
to tho Princess Beatrice, and then 1 decided
that this was as well. She certainly should
know tho worst.

"Yes.wrong," I said, disregarding the other's
manner; "for the Government army has not
deserted: on the contrary "

"Impossible."
"I ho penole you thought were with us all

'lav n left, llko rats from a sinking ship- - as soon
as they saw Prince Predorlck's banner,"

"Impossible!" ho said again, whllo the Prin-
cess Beatrice, too, looked on w 1th wonder In her
dark eyes.

"Go outside nnd see, then," I cried, for I had
lost my temoer. and was Impatient at this
play nt rebellion which staked our liver. I
had no wish t die at (hat moment. At first,
looking me over vindictively, he decided to
Inquire Into tho truthfulness of mv state-
ment. When he had gone I turned to the
Princess, who was Btlll looking me over as If
trying to read me

"I beg your pardon." said I. although I did
not know for what I was upolnglrlng.

" ou need not ask me that," said she, softly,
"this means "

"That all Is a farco. your Highness."
I thought there were tears.
"Don't, Princess Beatrice. I pray you. You

are n young lady of spirit -- a great lady and
now ynu mnsi bear the honor of our race.
These Dalmatians aro not worthy lour "

She smiled suddonly.
""A hat can I do. Col. Gerald?"
"This: In half an hour a messenger of the

Government will bo here. You will receive
him; ton will a;knnwledge the attempt has
failed. But you will odd tht you wish time
to consider to seo if jou cannot propose
terms "

"I will, glodly," she cried, her faco flushing,
and I knew that her momentary loss of

had not been on her own account.
"You will ask. vour Highness, until

morning. If that time Is not granted,
you must declare that ynu will maka a hopeless
fight, that certainly will resnlt In tho loss of
somo lives, and "

"And I understand they, seeing I mean
what I shall say. w 111 grant the request."

"I bellevo that will be the result, jour High-
ness '

"And when we hove the. lime?" sho began.
"I.eavo that to me," find I, with bravado,

although I knoivatthat moment no moro what
I should do tkan tho merest child. Gnlv It
was clear that I must net for myself for her,
I did not dare leave tho Issue to her advisers.

"1 will. Col. Gerald." said sho. softly. "I
lenvo all to jou and I bellevo in jou,"

I raised her hand to my lips, ami In that act
Signor Renl. his face ashen. Interrupted w.

"It's true." he said, "true."
"Did Count Balbl send Jacopo, as I sug-

gested?" Iliegau.
"Yes. What nf It?"
"Slcnor Renl." interrupted the Princess. "I

will manage this affair. Report to me when
the rrensonger returns. Come, Col. Gerald,
1 will see this with my own eyes."

"If jou will allow me, vour Highness," I
answered, "I now should bettor consult with
tho Count."

15'gnor Itenl regarded me still with that little
vindictive stare, and yet I saw that fear tor
himself was his principal emotion.

"Come, Slgnor Renl, ' said I, as If I had all
the authoiky in tho world: when he followed
me as if lie thought I might arrive at somo ex-
pedient. The Princess hesitated, and then see-
ing that I was trying rar oet to solve our
riddle she turned without a word through tho
little postern door into the hall of Bergamo.

"I have been a fool, Slgnor Renl."
"P.h. slgnor?"
"Ever to have entered on such an

affair."
"Ws did our best, slgnor," ho said with sur-

prising humility, which bad its sourco I knew
in his fears.

"Yet jou aro a brave man," I said, "to havo
dared it. I respect brave men." I really bel-
ieve be was theoretically brave.

"But now, Signor Count, I choose to dlfeot
this matter myself. It Is

"What can wo do ?"
"I.envo It to me, slgnor; I have a way."
"I acknowledge I have none."
I shuddered as I thought how poor my way

was, for I actually knew nf none, Yet I did
not daro mow tho two lsaders thi, for I no
longer trusted them. I acted as If I know tho
exact way out of tho difficulty. That Balbl
believed In me, or grasped at any proposition
rellovlua him from tho lesponsiblUtjr, was
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provonbr Iho readiness wlthrhlcU ho had
sent tho messenoor to tho approaching forces
of tho Government. In tho mean time I was
icaunlng sea and land. Tho van of the attack-lu- g

Party had paused a short distance away.
Thejtwllight for it vvns now pnst sundown-w- as

singularly still, and I noticed tho sen was
nltnost unruffled. On ono side of the great
sqtinro toner that anclentlv had dominated
thlscoast in tho Interest of tho robber Romaga
was a window. I looked ot tho coast lino be-
low, and Instantly nn Idea occurred nhltli led
mo to look at the hesitating line of Prince
Frederick's soldiery. Tho ttky was overcast,
nnd it uromtsod n dark night.

At that ninmen. I heard Balbl nrdor the
lowering of tho draw, and I saw llnlbl's rccs-song-

.Inropo, annronohlng with nnother
Person. As this person enmo ovor the rusty
draw. I recognized the little bIv fellow with
whom tho nilvontnrohad begun in Now l org.
tho ono man In this world whom 1 thought
I hated for havine dono mo n positive Injury.

'The Boron Massimo," Renl said nt my
shoulder,

Massimo advanced toward us, awaiting him
In the outer court, smiling. Six of Ralbl's
peasants were distributed about armed with
the muskets and knlvewo had succeeded In
taklnz finm Venice. Wo. Indeed, had muni- -

tlm.B fn 1 nnn mnti.
I sav thst'Masilmo ndvnnced toward us llko

n gentleman who enters a houso on n formal
Invitation, and ns If to Impreosu" further with
his sense of the formality of tl.a occasion, he
nddrossed us In French, which still Is tho
language of diplomacy.

"Alt, messieurs." said he. "I nm sor.y the
occasion li so unfortunate for you ".."Yet If I remurulier aright," said Balbl. who
had turned nbout from raising the dniw. tho
Baron Mssslmo himself showed somo Interest
to Mer. Ilfut Inthlsvcrj affair."

"Tn get knowledge from fools, mcsjlours,"
Massimo sold at thl.

"Such." I tould not rcsl-- t saying, "was Mgr.
Helix's lilen of the nnturo of Massimo's errand."

Ho turned to me nt this, his face darkening,
looking sarcastically nt the sword I had buck-
led nbjut my tweeds, tho only Insignia of my
.losltlim ns Colonel in tlilsi plsodlcnl rebellion.

"You urn Hill meddling, Mr. Gernld." be
said. In English. "You do not npncnrtnhavo
profited bj tho lesson I gave jou. Btlt.jou
doubtless never will mednlo again."

"That depends "
"On th- - future. Mr. Gerald. I think tho fu-tr-

.s Prlncu Frederick's. If I mlstaxo not. I
know jou feel unpleasantly taward me "

"Ah. no. Baron." said Balbl, who had recov-ire- d

his sangfroid, "weadmlro jour wit, which
su florid vou tn Intrigue with us, so that If wo
should succeed jou might piullt by such a
turn of clrcimstniiccH "

"You mo j ndndro mv bravery. Count Balbl,
which lends mo here Into vour power, vvl.on, ns
Gou. Hal nnto told inc. ynu might hold mo as
hostage."

"Pividon mo," said I hero, "jou doubtless
know that this would have boen foreign tn tho
Princess Beilrlee's nnturo. If not to ours. You
kuow you ran no risk. As for my lord tho
Count's romnrk on jour trying to plav two
parts. I myself believe jou approached Mgr.
Rtfnx simply as spv."

"Uu aro quite right." ald ho, looking at
mo out of thn eves of which ho now held the
expression hidden.

"And In tl'o menn time we are keening the
Princess waiting." I led thewnv to thegieat
hall of thn tastlr. where the randies had liecn
"dt. and whero our mistress (for now I will con-
fess I regarded her ns mine) was seated In an
armchair with her woman, nnd two of Balbl's
servants making her little court.

If I had trembled how. girl as she wis, sho
would conduct herself at this :rlsls. I was
moro than surprised by t lie admirable

of herwho looked tlint moment tho head
of tho nnelent Romnga. Her jellow hair
seemed n irnwn; her ejes flashed, nnd her
chekewen flushed with excitement over this
turn of affairs.

"W-- U, Huron Ma'slmo, I am no longer jour
prisoner." There wan in hor tone the least re-
sentment nt this agent nf the Dalmatian

who had tricked her and deprived her
her liberty. Massimo inclined his hed, not

di'courtcnuslv.
"Yon wero detained, your nighness, to

people loIng their lives on joursc-coun- t
In n fruitless attempt to ovorturn the

Government of Dalmatia As It Is now. vour
case-n- ot jour individual case hnt Ilia of
jour follcvet. Is worso. Some will lose their
lives for rebellion "

I stepred forward. 1 alf expecting her to cry
out nt this.

"But that Is tho nolnt. Baron Massimo."
lhe Princess said, cslinh enough, although her
faco grew white, nnd I knew her manner was
but n misk. "Mv friends have been wrong In
forcing me Into this "

"Yes. plainly."
"And I suppose thej must suffer tho conse-

quences."
"Pay th' penaltj-- . your Highness."
"But this erroneous course. Baron Massimo,

has been takn fo me formj house. I can-
not see them suffer w Ithout an effort "

"Put you on do nothing, your Highness "
"Whether I can or not I want this night to

consider somo plea to make to the Govern-
ment."

"It can come to nothing."
She rose at this, her eyes flnshl .g.
"Baron Massimo" sho cried. "It von do not

concede this vou nnd your nrmy shall not get
Into Bergamo until nil mj friends havedled In
defending It, Is It not better forabruveman
to die fighting than on the senffold' I cannot
deny them this. If thej-- fight some of tho
Govrument troops shall die a wall as hn."

Massimo plainly was Impressed by her words
and mnnner.

"But." sho continued, "If 1 takoreasontblo
time to devise some means of pret.ciitlnelhe'--
gentlemen's taes to tho Government. I can
snj to" them. There Is n crnnre, my friend" '
Resistance simply means death, for we are u
small cninpanj In on old. J 5U toil fortres."

"But. vour Highness --"
"You have heird." she answered. "Havo

you jxmo to make the terms?"
Ho looked down for a moment as If deliber-

ating, and tin n. considering, dnuhtles", our case
hopeless In auj event, and that a show of somo
conetsslou would appear hetti r to the world,
he said. "Yo ir Highness -- hall have jour wish

our usoloss delay until 7 to morrow."
"t'ntll 7 I heard Balbl repent.
"Until 7 teknowUrtgcd the

Princess. "Ah, llirnn, I fenr It's n useless
enough requist, but I must mnko It for th-s-

poor gentlt men's sakes and for tho poor s.

their servants "
"I am gird crant vcu this, jour High-

ness, and I will direct Gen. linrnnto according-
ly." Massimo Hil.l, making an iihtlsancc.

The Princess kept Her until hn
had dlsappeand uniW Iiilhl's conduct, and
then she nuk back with a Ittle cry.

"I could not have keptun a moment longer,
M. Gerald, and now jou must do t le rest."

"Your Highness." siid I li bellevo kneeling
before her. for I hate a woman in tears), "I
will try ns best I maj."

Mie looked at ni through her tears.
"How can jou do anj thing, poor Gerald?

And you are In this for mo."
"Trutttome." Isaldsoftlj. But I did not trust

to mi si If. At tho moment wo heard the creak-
ing draw, declaring Massimo's departure.

CHAPTER XII.
now i rvirrnv a ktiiateiifvi of otiiek jionE

v vuous uiruus nryoiiE a victoiuolhiniv
Presently Balbl returned, faying he had the

cast lo manned us well ns could with his
few armed peusants His faco displayed Ids
litter lack of expedients, while llonl hud

to mi fhorttnlk with the Princess a Ith-
out venturing u word, because ho, too, had no
oninlnu tn advance.

"His a dark night." said I. not Intending to
be fncctlous, "I can assuro jou," nnd speaking
now rnthcr to misclf.

"V'e. I.jw clouds, without a breath of
wind," BnlLI astented.

"bo much tho better."
"Whut do jou mean." tho Princess asked,

lonkluc ut mo with brightening eyos.
"if thuro is a loat "
"1'licro is. I havo told jou," Balbl hastened

to explain, rather impatiently, as the situation
lrrltatc-- him.

"Wo .'nn lower it from tho window on the
Bide of the sea. '

"Yes?" said tho Princess eagcrlj'.
"If there w re enough bouts to carry us all."
"I will inquire." said Balbl. going out.
"Wo ton) bo able to get out to staV" said tho

Princes:, clapping hoi hand.
"If tho sen will ptrmll." Bald I.
"Ihoie uro tlnee. I find," said Balbl, return-

ing nnd (Milling my lust words.
"How far Is It to .uiaf"
"Fifteen miles, following the const."
"The sea remaining culm, wo mlghteach
sny iin, in three hours "
1 he Idea had cccurrnd to me nt thnt moment,
"I hato lo confess rajself beaten, gentle-

men," suld I, turning to the Irresponsive Rent
nnd to Balbl, "rarilculnrly hs only wo can
Buffer In this affair wo have undertaken. For
the Pilnuws it may mean simply temporary
imtirlsoninent. foi I bellovo lici position and
the Intervention of the pjwers-ul- ll mnko her

go no further 111 the end thutifiuiilshment Dalmatia."
"I do not quite follow you," raid Renl.
"I do." said the Princoss, Hinillng, "and I

would give tho world to tliAnrt them after nil."
"How much of a force Is left luZniaf"
"Prnbablv not over "OO men,"
"And who Is commandant there?"
"I hulloven forelgnri. Col, Ferguson, an

Irishman In the Dalmatian service."
,'And the Prince Is thuroi"
'Prince Frederick nnd Ms family."
"It's tlilt," al(l I, my own Interest kindling

in tho plot, as nn inventor's maj in an Idea,
"wo will drop the boats out of tho window. If
thej' aro In any serviceable condition; that Is,
on the side of the sen, and 1 do not bellevo wo
shall be. obsejved In the daikness, unless tho
'Jnron Massimo has thought to patrol the coast,
which I do not bellov o ho Ins, For who would
think of is descending from that window?"

"But the ecu is dangerous with such boats ai
are likely to bo hero," Interrupt) d ltonl

"Have imagination, blgnor Rent,", I cried.
"Wc will not put out to sea. Wo will row to
Zara."

"To 7.ara?"
"Wo will appear beforo Col. Ferguson, who

will 1m astonished enough, thinking that ths
troops sont out for our capture have us. ve
will say that wo are the van of another force."

"But if ho refuses?"
"Wo will not permit It. Wo will perBuado

him by our etlronwry. Wo will take the Prince
prisoner Instead of tils troops taking us. We
can dictate terms. And 1 have ecsn enough of

t

Dalmatian fickleness to know there will be
"SW "."' tlons t oor banner."

"But the Russian and English rejiresenla- -

"l will engage to play thorn against each
other, so they will not Interfere."

It's a dangerous plan." Slgnor Renl began.
"It's our only one." I said. "Wo can run,

out the chances are we slull bo taken."
"It Is the only way." said tho Princess. "Ah,

Col. Gerald, I owo you much."
But firs, wo must seo that tho boats will

Answer. If thoy fall, wo shall bo forced to build
Tiil' to frrv us to shore, and then "
"Try tl n boats." tnld the Princess. "We

will not fall lieforo wo '.now."
"Meantime" Bnlbl interrupted, "a hrave

show must bo kept of tho ramparts being
manned."

"Thoy do not believe wo can get away un-
less we should tly." ...."And they may bo wo can try." I
said, doubtfully enouih.

"Alt, wo wllil" cried the Princess, clnpptng
her bunds llko tho girl she via', and jet, a few
moments before, In Baron Massimo's presence
she bad been tho woman.

The boats wero cxamlnod carefully. Two
appeared to be sruworthr. Tho other wo ex-
perimented with nnd thought It might stand.
Thou Vln DinmlsM ttiM Mrlmlfiw. n. lirniul DIMS.
Ing lntendod for n gun 'arrlnge, I saw; now
gunrded by finme of Iron bars. Thn frame
swung open, permitting mo to look down Into
the sos., and out Into the blackness, for fortu-
nately, as I hnvo ssld. tho night was very dark
from the clouds, there being no moon. Ropos
were found, nnd Balbl's man, Jscopo, u brnvo
Tuscan, volunteered to mnko tho tlrst risk.

Cnutlonslj, for, after nil, tho enemy might
hnvo patrols, wo lowered thu boat with the
man and oars, making, I thought, an Intoler-
able noise. The Princess stood nt my elbow,
an Inteiested witness of the-- procoJlng. 'lhe
tlmo seemed long, blx had boon left with
Bnlbl out. Mo nn ths rnmoailR, and six little,
wiry fellows-wi- th tho strtmglh those llttlo
Tuscans sometimes havo-we- ro at tho task I
KUperlntcnded. Presently we heard n solnsh,
nnd Jaropo's cry. I illrcctod two of tho mim
who bald thoy had followed the sea at ono
time to go down ths rope lo nssist him, nnd tn
got tho bant already lowered out of tho
wav of tho onu to follow. All this, may
believe, was done with constant fenr of Inter-
ruption. When .Tncopo's cry camo ngatn. nnd
vro had pulled up tho ropes, knowing all was
vi ell below. Rent called In three moro from
tho ramp iris lciv lng there three with Balbl.
Putting one in the next boat, wo lowered this,
with an equal success. Then I discovered that
tho third and worst boot hod no oars. But
finally I agreed with Rent, who hero volun-
teered tho opinion that tho two boats would
carry our paity nf seventeen. Including the
Princess and her woman. Six men wero al-
ready bolow, manning the.boata, vvhli h wero
launched so easily ns the foundations nf
the toner of Bergamo are laid below low tide,
which at flrst had been a question. Now was
tho question of lowering tho women.

"I will wait for jou. Col. Gerald." tho Prln-ceb- s

said. "I should not daro trust myself to
anv ono cl"o."

While this remark flattered me. particu-
larly with tho expression accomnnj lnr It out
of those dark ojes. It did nut make tho diffi-
culty of getting the Princess and her woman to
tho boats enslcr.

rm.-ui- one. ot tne men suggested tjing tnn
woman to him. binding her to the rope hy a
sllpnoose. Tho woman shivered. But when
the Princess aiured her that Mie. t.--o. was to
follow In the same manner, she was renssurod.

First wo were forced to cull In two moro men
from outside, leaving but Balbl and jne man
to keep up the appearance. Balbl cautioned
me not to forget the nrms. which wo let down
beforo thejnnn nnd the Princess's maid. Tho
woman crossod herself again nnd again, but her
mtstre's' ejes encouraged her.

It hud come to tee Princess's turn. It being
necessary to keep a sufficient niuiber of the
men nbovo to lower her safely.

"1 will go down thnt rope w Ith no one hut
yon, Slgnor Gernhi." she dedorod positively.

I had intended to lie the last from the tower,
for now. having taken the ntfnlr so entirely In
band. I counted it In borne sense mi own; jet I
felt, that she was more precious ttun nil tho rest,
nor was I wlllln-- lo commit her to another.

As I have said, she vvns In n riding habit, wo
having expected to ltcrgnmo oj the fnlsn
intelligence wn had had, and It proved the best
gown for the puroose. Tho stlpnocne nbout
the rope was tied abou- - her waist, nnd ta n
but I paused. I could not eo her fnc In tho
darkness. In which wo had worked thus fur.
Vfr 1 .l, . ..1.1...... .h.t.H.1. l.nn, ,. r ..1,- vv . i.it n i.i.tvillj oil. UK' . .'I'-'J- . u. - .vivher close to me, m arms nliout her, ns wc ven-
tured Into that mysterious nhiss. Down wo
went I could feel her heart against mine,
nnd I knew suddenly why I wc In Ilalmatla:
and that no other woman In all tho world
would over mean unythlng to me.

Ihei Jacono's voice called and we wero in
the swaying boat. My heart bent unttl I cou d
hear it. I thouiht. For what. If after all this
risk, we now should fall?

"You who have been so brave, be bravo now"
she whispered low to me, her baud on n.y shoul-
der, reading my fear.

It seemed nn ago boforo tho tlrst of thoso
left followed: then, tbo others, nnd last of all
Balbl the brave BalbL And then our feirsincreasing the sound f the oar lieats. wo hesan
to row alone tho coast to the south to .lira
to tho equally dangerous risk; while this other,
indeed, was not over.

(To7 coitfinifU

f.inioit ZFcrvnett's aoirx.
She lara More Attention to Them Than

.the --Subject on Whleh She Lectures.
Tho parlor lecturer Is getting her gowns

ready for the winter campaign. She may not be
v erj w til grounded on tho particular subject she
Is going to lecture about, but in a n
Industry like hers she cannot afford to waste
time on a mere side l"suc.

"I alwavs buj mj lecture gowns In Paris."
sho confides to the woman Interested In Ler
methods. "If I havo onlj a fon weel s tn
spend abroad I devote at letst two of them to
picking up bargains. One has to Impress
one's audience, and the fit nnd material of a
gjwn must bo nlcecnnugii to stand critical
Inspection. Now, when I guve that couro of
talks list winter on North German art and
literature I woro "

"Oh! Do you understand German?" inter-
rupts herllstner eagerlj.

"No, but I 'read up' on it. Ubad splendid
names for patronesses, and when I directed
my announcement cards I had Mrs. do G.'s
calling list tn go by. You know it's utterly ruin-
ous to send out"cvcn .'single card to tho wrong
person, nnd so often jou might bo deceived.
It was awfully good of Mrs. do G.

"Did I make much monej I Well, let mo
think. The subscription was $5 fur tbo course,
and fullj a hundred or moro names wore put
down. I'madu nccod deal over $100.

"Sometimes It's tho merest accident that
secures a lecturer a good send-off,- " ho con-

tinued. "No there. was Miss V., that Cali-
fornia girl who did fo well two seasons n,,o.
She lectured nn tho classic art, and tho

and all that. Sho had no turn for It
naturallj, and told mo prlratelj that sho
hated must! old things, and never would huvegot on at nil but that Prof. D 's cousin h id
married her cousin, and tl at holped her to
know tho people who woro worth while,
home rich family sho had known out West
was crazy to get Into the D s' set. and they
bought no end of tickets and attended recn-lnrl- v.

Press notices, foreign press notices,
help ono nut a lot too. Thej count with thograve and serious minded, people who don'tusplro to bo considered fashionable or "In

If n rendor or an elocutionist or a
ltiturer has been beard In oven tho smallest
llttlo town abroad, and can show that thopapers took notice of her, she can get on In
America oven Ifriho .as Hiiubbed beforo going
tn Europo Promt notices also count with tho
pioplo who Introduce jou."

Of course, for the woman who really known
the right set. lecturo giving Is comnaratlvelycusy. She simply hires n rub and drives roundmaking colls, hhe explalus hei proposed

course" boforo .ho takes leav o of each hostess,
and gets her promise to Mibtcrlbc.

To use tbo words of an often v Ictlmlred per-
son. "Sho simply takes jou by the throat nd
never lets go till jou promise to shell out
twtcoa coi.plo of dollars.1'

I ho pirlor lecturer Is going to tallc nbout
architecture this wlnte- -. The architectural
fad Is in the air, and It will take a groat many
morning and afternoon lectures hy a great
many nbhi and indlff"rent lecturors to cloy
the appetite in t'lls tllrei Hon.

Do most of the women who go in' for theso
lectures on architecture expert tn'auiltl houses
or ml.erwlso put their know ledge to usof" a

architect was asked.
'Hultd housesr No. they havo no Idea of

building bouses, but therit Is n rago among
women nf leisure Just nt present for oxploltlng
that subject. The teun 'exploit' Just sulis
thn plan of operations that the average archi-
tectural lecturer pursues. Mho reads un llus-kl- n

(and a moro unrellnblo guldo could not
well be found), perhaps gets a smattering of
Rncine, end primes hersolf to talk oracularly
of 'unrestrained license,' 'cold monotony,' and
tho like, bueh lecturers show ability, how-
ever." he ndded, "They contrive to give a
certain lightness and airiness to even the most
abstruse subjects, nnd glide ovor the round
so sinnothlj chut the audience never suspects
the pitfalls they avoid. All society is In
quest of 'culture' nowadojs. Rich and poor,
joung and old, married and single, are In-
tent en culture by tho shortest road. Thoy
want thu culture that cornea from without
rather than within, and that does pot tax the
mental powers undulj."

1 adorn a lecturo," a young woman said re-
cently. "It's such a charming wa of getting
an Idea of a subject. I should never think of
reading up am thing foi myself, but if I can
get some one else to do it and then mil me nil
abont It, Ilam happy."

This Is the secret of the unqualified success,
financial and otherwise, that tbo parlor lec-
ture is mooting with. When the element
that the lecturer caters to Improves, she will
improve, or glviplac;to something bettsr.

WHERE LOVE BEGAN.

A Tale of Shipwreck on
the High Seas.

BT MORGAN KOItKUTSON.

"Looks like a Down-Eas- t bottom," said Capt.
Davis to his flrst mate, as hn scanned tho curious
object on tho weather bov through the glasaos.
"I fc'poso sho capsized In tho squall this noon."

"Yes," said tho mate, "guess so. That's cop.
por-pal- not metal. It's the first time Pvo
seen n big craft bottom no. Thoy don't got over
so far. as a rule, Shall I get the boat and try to
read bernamo? Can't bo far under water."

" No. It'll be know n In tlmo. Her crow can't
bo far off uuless they're drowned. She's a big
follow, mny bo a Keep away on
tho cnurso, Mr. linker,"

Tho Schooner I'lnromnnt of Bath pajed off
nnd tho object of dhcutIon, a hull, bottom up,
shoving a gllftciilngkcel about three feet above
tho mean plane of the heaving ground swell,
swung toaprunt on tho .quarter and bcc.mo
dim nnd obscuio In tho Increasing gloom of tne
ai tiling. Naked nnd desolatu It looked to tho
crew ns they watched It recede, an Ironical
commentary on shipowners' hopes and plans; a
dismal reminder of tboir own possible ending.

"She's floating on the air 111 tbo hold," said
one or them, an nctivo young giant innbluo
shirt, to his mates ou tho forecastle deck.
"When It has all leaked through tho seams,
Bbo'll be c lose to the bottom."

" In my 'pinion," enld a grizzled old tor seated
on tho cathead, "there's something wrong with
the build of a craft that'll act llko that. Think
so. Ransom ?"

"Yes. Bill, there Is." sail tho other, as ho
turned a pair of thoughtful ej is on the question-
er." You see there's little dead rlso there, n

flat bottom. That means moro cargo
room for tho somo draught of water. But If a
craft like that gets over far enough to burj her
canvas, she's apt toco tho rest of thowny."

The suenker. whoso sunburned faco woro an
expression of Intelligence began pacing the
w rather rldo nf tho deck, for ho was on the look-
out, his flno proportions show Ing In n pleasing
sllhouetto agalust tho lessening light of tho
western skj

Soon elrht bells sounded from nft, and spring-
ing Ughtt off tho forecastle to tho fore hatch,
ho repeated It on the heavy bell hung to tho
foremast. It mnrked achangoof vrntchesand
he was present!) relieved. A light air blew tho
Clnremnnt to tho southward until midnight:
then It failed, and with canvas Icily Happing and
booms tugging alternate!) at sheets and boom
tackles, as she roll oil In tho trough of tho oily
swell, the schoonor lay helpless.

At 1 o'clock Mr. ToJd, the second mate,
sleepily lounging over lh bulwarks, was
startled Into wakefulness by a hcartj hall from
the port beam.

"Schooner, ahoy! Will you take us aboard?"
said tho voice.

Tho sound of oars thumping between tholo
pins was heard, and a dark object loomed out of
the gloom.

"Who ore you ?" shouted tho officer.
"Tho crew of tho scl.un'.cr Wnlkure."
The ninn at tho wheel, tho d sailor

called Ransom, uttered nn audible exclamation,
and, holding tho Jerking wheel with one hand,
leaned toward tbo rati and peered at the

boat.
" Como alongside," answered tho serond mate;

nnd then lie tapped at the Captain's window,
who prescntlj nppenrod.

"What's tho tinuble?" he asked.
" Boot nlongsl le, sir; Wulivuro's crew, they

any. May belong to tbo craft we 1

"Como aboard," called Capt. Davis, as tho
bout Lumped against tne of tho schooner.
Eight men clambered over the rail, ono with
the painter, which 1 e moilo fast to a cleat, and
mustered aft near tho poop, w hero Capt. Dav Is
met them.

" Ik the Captain on deck ?" asked a tall young
fellow, stepping out of tho group with a confi-
dent, cnrelrss sw ing of his shoulders, and speak
ing in a rouicni accent or voice, wnicn, tnouch
pleasant ou tho whole, had a flippant ring to It.
It was the voice that had hilled.

"I um tho Captain."
"Our schooner turned turtle jesterday noon.

Captain. 1 ho skipper drowned before our ejes,
but wc couldn't get to him. His daughter. Miss
Downs, was below at the time, nnd wc never
saw her again, lnmtlo mate, this is the sec-

ond mate, and these nie th crew."
"Wo must havu passed jour vessel at sun-

down, fo that was tho Walkure. I knew Capt.
Downs nnd bh family. It will bo sad news for
his wife. Tho )oung ladv.ns I remember her,
was hand'Oine. Have jou saved auj thing '"

"Nothing but what we st ind in. sir. We hnd
the boat over to paint, or wo couldn't bnve got
awnv ourselves "

"Well, mako jour-elve- s anug ns jou can
forward. Mr. Todd, rouse up tho cook to give
theo men it blto or two. Mako tho bont fast
astern, uud we'll lift It up In the morning. Thcro
won't be any wind to.nlgbt."

The Captain stepped don n; tho rescued men
disappeared In the direction of the forecastle,
nnd as Mr. 'I odd carried tho boat's painter aft,
the rrnn nt the wheel spoke to him.

"Mr. Todd," held," will you nsk .Iohnon to
tako tho wheel a moment.' That was my last
ship. I'd llko to talk to thote fellows."

"Johnson," bin led tho ofllcer, "lay aft, re-
lievo the wheol."

Johns n. who had steered tholat trick, came
aft eriimbling to ldiiii.cll.anil tin other, giving
him thn coui'bo. sped forward and burst into t io
foiera-tl- e, where thu neircoine-- s had selileq
them -- eh cs on boxes and chests, rlzlug thoyoung mutu In the collar. Iio elemai.ded,brume!) . Is Jceslu drowned ?"

"Hello. Mr It viisnm vou here?" said tho
other. 'T.cIeo! What's lhe "

"Iiont mister nip.'loiu Ackland. I'm 'foro
the ii us, lieru. Answer me.""e:sh must In. Mie couldn't get out o'
the enbtn, nnd we couldn't help her. must
hn' been drcnvned at once."" And jou left without finding out? Left her
to drown or miother in thut cabin; Don't vou
know your trnilc ' Ho nlilfted his Angers to
the throat of tho mate, shaking him vigorous))',
"Don't )ou know thut there'll air enough in
that cabin to ki c n Iter nlivo for hours? Oh,
In l jou did kiion )ou did kuow. Onl" jou
haven't th uuvr tn rtsK jour precious life.
Vciti'-- o tl a nunc cur thai jou were at
school, w hci'd throw a siuno mid run. You took
my place In that schooner. on w ere In nliurae,
ntm you pulled awuj ana left that girl to ille.
thu girl who threw me over for jou, Uli. jou
hound I And sho thought v cm w ere a man,"

His voice elided 111 hroki n accents of grief
nnd rage, ltilia-ln- j hli hold, lie tank down
on it chest and eon red his face with Ills hands,
while couvulslvo rlitidiicri) ran through his
great frame. 'I no mule, nearly black In tho
face from his choking. Mood up ami drew away
from him, mutteilnu. as soon iw lu. could speak,
"I'm as inuoh of u mim us j ou are. any do)."

"Think sho ma) bo nllvu yet. Ransom?"
ask'd old BUI from Ills bunk.

Ransom lilted Ids head "What cirgo did
you have, men ' he nskeil, addressing the uw

and shame. faced erew of the Walkure." Nonu, sir: we wero tljln' llgnt f om Hu-- v

ana " answered one, In tho tone of respect foi
nn officer, which Itunsom, oven as a foremast
hand, eoiild so i asllj enforce.

"And when did )nu go over?"
"At noun, sir," nit! another: "I was at tho

wheel, and she'd Just stepped down, bhe'd been
asking mo wlnl)0U'd snipped in, hull couldn't
tell her."

Itunsnin slowly raited himself to his feet, his
face lighting vvltli an expression of hone. "At
noon," bu mutton d; "tliliteen hours, there's a
chance, thuro s u chanco jot." He bounded
through the forecastle door and ran af t, ful
lowed by (h it."Mr. '1 odd." lie raid, as ho reached tho poop,
"will )oueull the Captain?"

"What foi i"" There's a girl in tho cabin of that schooner
back yoiulei."

"UrostHcottt JsthaUo?" Mr. Todd tapped
a second tlmo nt tho Cuptaln's window, nndagain Capt l)avls uppeurud, somewhat ruffled
at being called twle e on such a Una night." Capt. Davis,' said Ransom excitedly, " Capt.
Downs's daughter Is In tho cabin of tho Wal-
kure. Will )iiu lot us tako the boat back audtry to get hei out? There's tlmo yet."

"What's that" said the Captain. "In thatcabin I thought sho wus drowned,"
"No, sir," shouted Ransom; "she was below

and w's caught there; but there's air lu thn
bold. Captain, nnd .lentlo can swim. Anvhon,
she could float on thu tnblu or e hairs."" DIU jou know her. Ransom '"

"I was mate of that craft live) ears. Captain "
"Where is tho present malo of thut vessel "

asked the Captain. From tho rear of the crowd
of men ciirue Ackland. Capt. Davis scannedblm closely, then lu u grave tone of voice asked;"Is It true, sir, that you left a )oung womuu
in that cabin V"

" Hho's there. Captain, dead or alive," an-
swered Aoklaud, " I don't seo how we could

f
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hare got her out at any time. If we ent throogh
the bottom whloh we couldn't do without tools

the sehooner'd sink 'fore we got to her. I've
been abused for not doing the Impossible! Jost
the same, I'll make one to go back. If any one
goes." Ho gave Ransom a look of hatred.

Cant. Davis took a turn along the deck beforo
speaking again.

"Ransom," he said as ho faced him. "His a
hard thing to toll you In vour present state nf
mind. I understand how jnu reel. But tho
hull Is low In tho water nnd sinking all the time.
When we passed her six hours ago tho cabin
floor must have been close to tho snrfnro of tuo
water Inside; by this tlmu It Is over It, and Miss
Downs Is dead."" But there's n hatch In that floor." answered
Ransom vehemently, "which would fall off as
tho craft went over, Sho could get through It
Into tho hold. Glvo me ono man and the boat.
Captain, nnd I II get her."

"No, jou could rott It ts folly. I hnvo no au-
thority to prevent thee men from taking tn
their bont again, hut I cannot permit Jou or nny
member of my crew to lenvo this vessel. Go
forward, men.

"lake your wheel. Ransom," said Mr. Todd.
" By Heaven. 1 won't." shouted Ransom, tend

before unv one know what he was about to do,
be hnd sprung to the taffrall and mounted Into
the schooner's ono boat, hanging to tho davits
Raising ills font, ho brought the heel of a heavy
sea-bo- down on thn lot torn, A plank gave
war, leaving n gaping hole, tsprlng'ng Inboard,
be cast off tho painter of 'Vnikiiro's boat, and
dropping Into It, shoved off and was a dozen
feet nwuj before tho astounded Captain bad
grnsned tbo situation.

" Ransom, come back here This Is mutinous.
Mr Todd, examine our b"nt and seo what hei's
clone to it. Come back, ilo yon hcer'" splut-
tered the Captain. Ransom, master of tho situa-
tion, answered quietly:

"I'll come hook If I succeed. Captain, and ynu
wait for me" Dropping an oar over the. stern
hn sculled the bont alongside and called'

"Where's that cowardly hoiinil who thinks
he's a man? .hi in pin here nnd prove) our man-
hood, Tom Ackland. 1 want help."

"Come closer." r nnrb d Ac! land, springing
nn tbo rail. Ransom sheered tho boat In, and he
leaped lightly Into her.

"Jump In, llio rost of jou. anil bring that man
buck," shouted tbo Cnptnin. and some of tho
men followed Aeklnnd In tho roll, but no
further, for ltnnsnm held his oar longer than
the jumpwould be -- poised aloft; and they knew
hlsstrtnglli

"Thnt wnsabravo Jump," he sneered to Ack-
land; "and he didn't evun we t Ids feet," Ho
pushed the boat away with the oar.

"Capt. Davis." ho celled. " will )ou glvo mo
the course through the flrst watch ?"

"Yes.jou suicidal fool; duo south." lhe Cap-
tain had Just lrai ned of the damago to bis boat,
nnd. unable tn pursue Hansom, was disposed to
mnko tho best of It. "I'll como back nnd pick
)ou up when tho wind comes. Rnnsora," ho
added; " but I shall punish you for this "

"Thank you. Captain. I'll make for tho polo
star and allow that the wreck Istwcnt) miles
back. Auj one else want to como and help?"

There was no answer, and Ransom, trrnlng
to his motionless companion, commanded con-
temptuously: "(Jet out an oar there and go to

rk." 1 he other nbe)ed. Hansom ranged the
bintiit star Mrlus over to the boat's quarter, so
that tho pole star hung over the bow, and si-

lently the twomen pulled away. Ransom, the
stronger, at the stroke onrard Ackland behind
him Tho latter might have tieen unnlde if
called upon to explain Ills motives In Joining in
this expedition. Smarting with humiliation, ho
had but blindly thought of revongo or justifi-
cation, and on the rci klrss Impulse nf tho mo-
ment, nnd possessing enough nt the ecqulred
courage of a seaman to make llgnt of thod

In an open boat at sea. ho had volunteered,
and then been goaded Into following Ransom.

Rnniom, on thocontrari, felt, ns the Captain
hud tormed htm, suicidal In his desperation.
He had defied his superior, deserted his duty,
and wna ready to attempt u feat tlint would ap-
pal tho heart of anj reflective man; and not
only that, but to drag nr forco Into danger and
pernnps death this nun whom he had insulted
ai.dwhom lie held negatively responsible for
tbo peril of Jessie Downs

"Lay hack on t bat oar there." lie ordered." I'll do the steering. '
"What are you going to do?" asked the other,

as he panted ut the oar.
" llirish jou within nnlnch of your II fo if I

snv e her; kill J ou If I don't."
Acklund felt thnt this speech, delivered In a

coal, quiet tone of concentrated and suppressed
rage, was not an idle one. Ills heart beat pain-
full) against his ribs as he pulled at the oar. but
ho did not answer, and Rnusom went on:

"You've about hud your day. Tom Ackland.
I've stood Dj J oil all jour life too long, by far.
I fought vour battles nt school, because I liked
jour smooth voice and good looks, And)nu
sneaked on mo then. But I kept it up. I made

a sailor and tuught you )our work,Jou got vou jour tlrst berth in the
cabin anil posted vou In navigation. I

like a fool, that I'd won your
friendship, or at least vour good will But
jou've cut mj throat whenever )nu thought
you could bent-tit- . Hu lied about mo tn Capt,
Downs and got him rtow n on me. I'd havo been
the iet Captain In the cmplai : now I'm 'fore
thu mast again. Ynu found out I was fond of
Jessie and from that moment theiewnsnchange
In her. You told her that I was drunk at Key
West when you knew It was swamp fever. In
short, nfter coming between tne und ull tlint
makes lite valuable, after winning Jessie away
from me, by jour lies, you've left her to die by
luetics, rather than risk jour worthless llfoto
sovo her. Pray, if you know how, that we get
there In time."

Mm ped to Rnnscm's broad bacg was a sail-
or's sheath knife, which Aewland'a eyes restedupon. A murderous Impalse, born ot hatred
and fear, posses'ed nlra for the moment, and he
reached fur It. tint thr nrtlnn tllsf neli. H lli. hi!- -
uuce of the boat, and he missed his knuckles
pressing Into Ransom's lde.

"Tnkethe stroke oir."PHhl Ransom, arising
with n Mormy smile- - "I'll need )ou a whllolonger, hut you wntit watching "

Ackland stillenl) otieiul, and for two hours
the slrniiLe vojsgo continued beforo the next
word was spoken; fheu Ackland panted out," I'm spent."

"Put: in your oar and get vour wind." said
Ransom, urlslng and Jerking his own oar Into
thesieket at the -- tern. With mighty strokes,
which Indiiiitid no Inroads of faihiue, he foicd
the hoM onward at nearlj the former speed,
while Ackland leaned o er his oar" Got unj tobacco t" usked Runsom." No "

" Here." He drew forth a plug of navy and
li ended Itilonu to ttie man he hud promised to
Kill, ckland was n sailor with a -- ullor's wants,
and, like Itucsom. Imbued with the ethics of tho
forecastlo where tobacco Is common propcrtj.
He bit off a piece nnd gavu it back.

"How can we gut her out"" hn usked.
"Wur" sild Ran-on- i, slow!) and scornfully.

"Wo will pull the boat to the wieck. and vou
"111 watch the bont while I get her out. I know
sou too ivell ti expect jou to help; also I know
thut In nur black heart )Ou'vo enough feeling
for bor to Induce )ou to stand bv with this boat.
Otherwise I wouldn't trust jnu."

"And I supposo. If you do get her out. you
think vou'll marr) her on account of It," an-
swered Ackland, malicious!).

Ilnnnnn'h faco bet nine. In the starlight, fright-
ful tone. "Got ) our wind r" he asked in n low
voice. "Get to work. If vou have."

He stepped forward to his sent again and they
pulled In slleneo for a hnlf hour longer; then on
tho oustcm liorlon uppeared tl.u tlrst flush ofdaylight.

"In with ) our oars," said Ransom, "we'vorun the distance."
Mlenlly thei wnllesl, Ackland seated on thethwart, Runsom erect to full stature, while

t le l.-- brightened and broadened; ttien. whenthebiiiizon to tho southward mis dellned. n
suil was iieu-th- o Clarcmont. coming up withn wind. Off to the westward, as thu light

Itan-n- m mado out a dark spot abouthalf nmlluawH). It was tbo keel of the Wal-
kure. mid on.

" Pull aw ny there." he ordered, dropping tohis tn wart. "Full -- bend vour back." bo shout-c- dat Aci- land, ns ho found his greater strength
v us turning the boat from n straight line. Ailaborrd silently, beginning to feel tnnt f Is
i cHi muni held little crcd t for him. Inn shorttin they were un to tho snbmoijed hull, bnr--- 1)

4lmi ing tho Keel ubovo water.' Wa) enough; In with your mer." shouted
Ituiikoin. now in a frenzy of excitement. Hnsprang to the stern with his oar und giddcd theboat up to tho quarter of the wreck. Close tothe rudder show ed n dorsal Hn.

"Thero's n slim k." exclaimed Ackland,
Don t be nlai mid." said Rinsom.klcklngolT

bis hoots." Iio won't climb In Vou'ie to l.ieptills boat cIusd to the quurter." Ho whirled Illsoar aloft and hiought it down over the dorsaln. w hlch disappeared, show lug nn Instant InterLtf7.tl,,r",. trn1',l '"I- - knife flrmly Intocap down, peered amomi nt into the blue depths, then, draw Ing tna dee n breath, dlv oil overboard. Acllanil sat
flirting hopes tins hopu that Ransom would re.
IVI'im r.w.1itil.' '."iV",1 tno ,,on '"t 'o shark,farther away at thu instantSgrw
uV:iVnvaTeaVfS.dcK,,oB ,ild ani

Iliilisom, In n few downward strokes, reachedthe submerged tnffrall undnr w hlch he dm led;
! !.?. inS ' mor7 u""nl him to the c uiniiniitou:'my corner of tho cabiti. Into It(mil upward he swam, until his lie u I struck the.lublii floor, without hi, ffe,u uct but to" '" ""' Forward towent In the nky dnrKiiess. meetlnir stools andhulrs, which ho pushed aside, and finding byourl' foiard bulkhead i f cahln.
inc-- to '.he1

hold. he,hn"?' w.tt"
seemed

,l1" 1'itcl lei.t.
burst, aid bis lungs ached with palf.

n01'."1 !'."i.for tl,e 't'li. whlcl he'nia
open. He felt iisurface the cabin table.. leg? "up

h'l'i'," ti,!",,,',olU'.' l resisted Ills effort" to rl.himself around It. ho foundHint ono ou go fuggud iloewi with weightand be forced his
The pain In I,,, liing"wus"n le??lbab

jigoni . but dared not expel tie air to
o

l with water which would kill hi ii. Ho fJlttne edge of tho hatch on the buck it neck-t- hosnace wns too uniull to uilmlt hi"
'1 hen ho drew up his knees, his 1 xtreiiiliof phi steal and mental tortur- i- a tlioui '.tHv
of ,c::u'(r'll "B this death put fort ilnsstrength. legs of the tnble rreakeelon.owlth a noise that inlnc In
the nbstnit Hon sank down. Cat" i?ng ihoVdgi
of the hatch nhoio lilin. he pi bodysthrough and shot upward. It"
sfpanhtoft,;n.r.u,rri;,';r,- - tax soiKi

He emptied his lunm wltharest groan of

relief and drew In a breath, whloh. though foul I
with the scent of tho bilges, contained blessed. t .
life-givi- oxygen. Clinging to a stanchlor, hi
breathed, In and out ot his tortured lungs, the ( J,
welcome air, until his blood, that had nearly A
ceased moving, and his heart, that had nearly (H
ceased beating, resumed thi lr functions. 1
Then, while breast nnd brain were still racked I
with the Urrlblo agony, he called hoarsely.

"Jessie." '
A walling acroam answered oloso to hlrni

"Help-he- lp mo. Who Is It." It was worth that
dive to Ransom to Iienr It. i

"It's me, Jotsle; It's Ransom. Whero are fynu? Can vou i nine to mo ?" "Ned, Ned, heln 1

me. Save me. Yes I'll tome. Wheraro)ou ,
Ho rent bid In the direction of her voice and felt
her bnlr wet and draggled. She was cling ing I

to thn next stanchion, and he drew her to him I

"Ob, Ned take me out, I've been here so
long so long. And It Is dark, and so cold," aha
moaned ns she clung to him.

"Yos. Jessie. I will. Don't talk now. Let me
got my breath."

She was silent, and after n little, ho placed bsr
bauds nn tho stanchion and raid, geutl) : " ho.d
yourself, Jessie: I must kick the table awny
from the batch."

"Don't leave mo. Ned. Don't." "ho screamed. '
"Just a minute, Jessie." Ho sank down, found

tho hutch clear, and returned to her. With his
rtrni around her he supported the benumbod
nnd exhausted girl until he tlmught hlm-t- lj

recovered sufficiently to make the re turn. 1 hem
ho said tn her! "When I count lliren ts'to ,
good, long breath and catch hold of raj m--

WomiistBWlm through tho cabin," Redrew
liurcloso to him and planted a kiss on hor cold
'Itis. which barely moieu In response "It's tho
llrvl one. Jesslu-purh- aps the hut, there's a
shark outside." he tali! knowing. n men know
in such extremes, thnt thu shark was all tintnow could mako It tho lost. " Read ) now 1 JGnu, two. three." He placed his knife between fiU teeth and they sank beneath the surface. 1

With no obstructing furniture, and tho dlf.
fiiS'il light from thu companion ay to guide
him, ho made the roturn In much b ss time thanit had token to tight his way Into tho I old. Ho
in I ml tbo surffl'' ilongsido tin- - bolt andgasped: " Hero, catch her."
Aokland eprnng forward, seized thu girl by

thu nrms. and drew her In. where sho sunkelnivn
between thn thwarts, it bedraggled heap, safo.hut In a dead faint." Now, then." said the mnn in the hn it to themnn in tho wntir. vvlth an appropriate oath,"jou stay there." Ho raised un oar, "You've
hnd jour da. Ned Ransom. Choke mo and &,
uhuso mo 'foro tile men, w III jou ' Going tn tsathrash or kill me, aro vou? Get down there" 1
Tbo oar descended, nnd Hanson, to avoid the jsS
blow, pushed himself under vinto The oar aHstruck Hie glistening side of the shark, which Hturning half over, shot oast the plsco where a IsH
second before, tils prey had beun. tasHI

Underwater Ransom saw lliu shell ing qusr UsHR
ter of the Wnlkuie. and. thinking quickly nHIswam tn It for temporary sufcti. Inicriihghij IsbHlinger nails In the seams of the planking, ho IsHIpulled himself to the surface, close tn tin, l.i Hosal
and took broath. The shark had made a detour IsHand was coming again, but from soinn error nf IssHJudgment on tils part approached from a point RsV
too far forward, and Just as the wlckd Jaws laHwero within two feet nf Ransom's lees tho Vssswelling side of tho shark gUnced on the eurvo sHof tho quarter, nnd ho missed again. Hi tno JaH
tlmo ho had returned Ransom was nn the keel H"Well," said Ackland irom thn boat, as he (HI
lowered the os r. " I guess you're as well off LB
there us an where. That craft won't float moro Isfl
than half an hour. Slay there nnd think It sSrover." Lifting the liead ot the girl, with a leer-- (HIng grin on his fare lie added: "'lake your iHlast look at her. I'll tell her nil about vou when HI
she recovers." Ransom, standing ankle deep W
on the keel, made nn answ er. and Ackland lay.
Ing the girl down, placed nn oar lu the stern B'and gave a heave to throw the bout's head Waround. But thooar. wet from contact with tho Hgirl's clothing, slipped from the socket, and not Bmeellug vvlth tho expected resistance, lie reeled. ffland fell overboard. As tin rose to the surface S
he shrieked, tor a dorsal fin was coming

"Jessie, Jessie!" 1.9 screamed Hansom I I

Holpmel You'vogot a knlie. Help! bel --" '
The last word was n gurgle Ills head sank, 4)
nnd within the concentric ripples nlsne him F
aroso a dork stain. Ransom. In spile of bis own j
position, was horror-struc-

"I wouldn't have hurt him now." he said to
himself, "now Jossio is safe. But if she don'twake up soon I'm done for. too. Jessie!" heroared; "Jessie! '

Hither attracted by the blood or his voice, a
dozen Sharks showed their knifelike tins, cir-
cling around the boat. He repeated the callagain and again, and nt last tho girl heard.Raising her head, she 6aw Ransom, standing
knee deep In the water, making desperate
lunges with his knife at the sharks as they
darted past him, aud shouting:

" Scull up here. Jessie. Quick," ho called.
Sho was k sailor's child, and could 6CUI1 a boat,

but. with barely streuctb to lift an oar. mado
slow progress: and had not Ransom su reeded
In sinking his knife into one of the sharks, andtraining tunc for her In the diversion caused by
tho others tea-in- g their evounded companion to
pieces, sho would have been tno late. He waswalstdeep when ho caught tho gunwale and
tumbled Into the boat. Then he sunk downnearly as helpless as the girl lu the stern sheets,
who hnd swooned again, and trembled like a
child: for his wonderful nerveand strength had
deserted blm.

He was tlrst. to recover. Stepping to the stern
ho lifted the unconscious girl in his arms, hold- - s.Higher so that the wurmlh of the riling sun ,
would reach her face, nnd looked, hungrily, 1

nnxiously, and In vain, for the pretty features
he had known. Seventeen hours of mortal ter- - ,
nr. fuce to face with death, in solitude, darks
n'ss, and cold, had left an Impress of agony and
horror on the face of Jessie Downs that would
tsko years ot tranquil happiness to eradicate.Lot vv ben sho opened er ej es nnd smiled and
fironounced bis

her.
name, he knew that reason at

And he was eveak enough and strong enough,
mean enough, cowardly enough, nnd bravoenough to take advantage of her helplessness
and kiss her again, not once, but a dozen times."Tne Claremont is coming. Jessie," he said,as he pointed to the schooner, now but a couple
of miles awa) nnd showing a clean-c- ut

as sho heeled over to the morning
breez- -. which vias alreadv crisping tho sea
around them Into a darker blue. " And break-
fast will be read) by the tlmoshegets up lous."lie added; an unroniantle lint natural speech." Ransom." said Capt Davis, us ho gave him
his na) at theend of the voyage, "perhaps you
don't know that Capt. Downs owned a con-
trolling Interest In ever) vesel In that employ.
1 suppose )ou'U stay asnore now and run things,
lu that case, nnd In view af tho fact" a twinklecame to his e)c "that I didn't put )ou tn irons
for your insubordination, 1 expect that vou'll '
present me with a new jnwl boat. You've Jr
smashel my boat's backbone with ) our big feet." Jm

"Certainly. Captain." said Railsom. "but ou Jcan't hnvo tho Wulkure's bont. Jeslewante ff
that In tho front )ard to plant flowers In."

ForelEO Notes ofltsal Interest.
den. OlufcbOTsEol hss been sent to examine the

bed of the Anier Darla, the Oxui of ontlqulty, ow-n- g

to Information given b) the Khan ofkntia
whon bo visited Moscow for the Czar's coronation.
Tne Khau asserts lhat tre Amer Darla has abva
OoncJ Its bed and worked Its wn) Into the siry.
Kavajsh, wnlch. If true, a III reduce the ,o,t of
turning the river's coexco Into the Caspian a ie
hvlf. The roctiacatlou of Its banka woill' thru
probab'o cost lesa than the projected rallroit from
Ortnburi; to Tathkend.

Berlin equestrian statues havo been eranilnelby
a v etc rluory surgeon or Potsdam, n line I linugctt,
who asserts that ito position of the hor.ts his
Is wrong In all of them, not excepting the .latuei
of the Great KurfUrst, of Frederick the oii'it, and
of 1 redcrlck William III. and l . Ilo finis tbe muk
faults In miny of the pointings lu the I . rlln Na-

tional Galler), In Fcyptlan, Assjrlan, Hani Ion.
Ian, and I'erdan works of art, the positions of the
! or s are natural and right, lu tbo.c of ths
Orceks and Itomaus the) re not alwn) t correct.
rin -- queatrlan statues of thu two I'alL., fuurrand

ion, lu the Naples .Museum, havo the li.s of the
horsi s la tho proper position.

Teleiath) of some klud muit have beer, at ths
bottom of tho report spread In )nrland a oupleot
dajs before she reached Halifax lint tie cruiser
Talbot had foundercc". She was then Ilo'liUus w la
n hurricane which laid her almost on I or I eata
en Is, compelling her to heave to for nine ho irs

spaulsh Inefficiency has been shown up in a lu
waj liy the recent self Moating of lhe nsw

c nils, r l'rloeesa de Anurias, at Ca Hz. Tho ifi 'i
si I, which it bail taken seven jeirs in bull I, 6 I ij
stuck In the mud, when the) tried to bum h her
over a month ago. After tr)lng their il to roit A
her without success for thlrt) ila)s, tn. 'i inUU
engineers gave up the Job, adopting the uuvl
Mlenwber polle) of Spain, of walling for fome-thin-

to turn nil. They wero Justified b lb" i nils
er'ssllpplug Into lhe water of hi r owniu rl oas
afternoon when no one was waiihluc In r.

Iloston (Fngland) Christians are In brev: irltmla
Hon, They wero shocked at tho pri s lit HI "i "'
"Tho Sign of tro Cro-s- " as a relhloii. I in In '""
town, and took tho opportunity In v rli i I nam-
ing lo church pooilo against got ir to - " '"
make known tho dreadrut iniiillilou ' H ,""'1
"nationalism, nlth Its blchrr erlilii" '" ' ""'
blushing infill llty, li alio rampant II "' " ' ''
bruising in Its train worldllncs"f er r h np

balls, daiichu, ilr in I I"'
fonnances, concerts, nigger iiiliulrel- - "'"'
siiiokla, billiards, card playing, Bambini- - iaa",
decorative festivals, suction soles, Iniil" '' J''
courses, nnd sensual display of all II i -

An Ingenious project for the coiuliu "vl ' T0
sltton and ono which has chain: s of lihik s '" ,

la that of tho "City of doM," a I l,t rl '',M I
Hon of the progress of lianklnn Om " " ' I
show ths troceeses ror obtaining llm ) " ' u' 1
metalt, with models of thu iKltirem k - ' 1
mines, auotlur will show His onw " 1
nietala Into coin, and the wortlu t Hu ' ' tf,
still another I ho progress uf all llu s f u ' ' ' ' 3f
papers, wltn reproductions of hl.i n -- ' JM
from tho birozil and tho JlnlK'l " ""' ' '" WM
chlldi and tho Hank of Krsnre, There wit ho tM
gallery of portraits of great nuautlirs, ant " H
coustructton of the I'ont au Change vt It was In the B
S!3S1. SrV' oonteuteet with streets riJiriseuUaj "

historical icrlods. , j(

t


